The Silk Road:
Art and Design from Silk to Books

A Royal Asiatic Society Summer School
Monday Sept. 6t - Thursday Sept. 9t, 2021



This is a course intended for a general audience. No prior knowledge is required,
although a short bibliography will be supplied for those wishing to do some reading in
advance. There will be ample opportunity for questions and group discussion.

COVID note: The group will be limited to 8 people and the course will be held in the
lecture theatre providing ample room for social distancing. The lecturers have all
received full vaccination. We will request that everyone carries out a self-test on the
evening before the course and does not attend if this proves positive (a place will be
kept for them on a future course).



The Silk Road: Art and Design from Silk to
Books

DETAILS

COURSE ORGANISERS AND LEAD TUTORS




PROGRAMME

All lectures will be given by Professor Whitfield unless otherwise indicated

10.00-10.30:
10.30-12.45:
12.45-13.45:
13.45-15.45:

10.00-12.30:
12.30-13.30:
13.30-15.30:

16.00-18.00:

10.00-11.30:
11.45-13.00:
13.00-13.45:
14.45-15.00:

10.00-11.00:
11.30-12.30:
12.30-13.30:
13.30-15.00:

Welcome, introductions and practical matters over coffee
The Silk Road: Geography, History and Cultures

Lunch

Silk on the Silk Road: Technology, Fashion and Design

Religions of the Silk Road: Art, Architecture and Design

Lunch

Technology, Materials and Ornament: metalware, glass, ceramics, and
more

England’s Early Silk Industry: Walk and lecture led by Dr Peter Coles
Followed by early evening drinks outside, weather permitting

From Paper to Print: Pre-Islamic book culture and the start of printing
The Book in the Islamic World and Its Influences (AO)

Lunch

The Book in the Islamic World and Its Influences (continued) (AO)

[A visit to the British Library for a curator led show and tell of Silk Road
manuscripts is scheduled but, if not possible, will be arranged for the
group at a later date].

Ornament of the book and beyond (AO)

View of material in RAS Library

Lunch

Silk Roads Material, Ornament and Aesthetics — the Influence in Europe
Closing Discussion



